221

Each hair a myriad souls holds in duresse.

Were 't strange if they should sell the world for naught

Who once a sight of yonder haii-waist caught* l

The star the which I praise is yonder may

Whose cheek bestows on sun and moon their ray.

Her ornaments gave lustre to her moon;2

Her shadow formed a cloud anear the sun. 3

A lasso she on either shoulder baie*

That she therewith the merchant might ensnare.

Her brigand-eyes were ready therewithal

Upon the booty of his wits to fall.

And lo, Life's Water of her lips she bore

To give fresh life to him who life gave o'er.

From head to foot was she in red arrayed

That she the Kingdom of his heart might raid. 5

She held in hand Jemshid's translucent bowl, 6

Each drop whereof would horse full many a soul.7

That Cypress fair8 advanced with arch demean,
('I was like the sun with radiant moon beseen);9
Her head before the merchant bowed she,
And then she sate her by him knee to knee.
That Peacock lo yon Humd gave the bowl, 10
And straightway to the air she flung his soul. n

t There is here a hint at the connection between cnaught' and the girl's
hair-waist which is so slight as to be (almost) nothing; cf. vol. I, p. 218, n. 6.

2  The 4moon' here stands for either the girl's face or her person, the idea
being that she has heightened her beauty by her elaborate dressing, etc.

3  She herself is  the  6sun',  so her shadow is conceived as a cloud by the
side of this.

4  i. e. her curling tresses hung down over each shoulder.

5  4Red,' 'arrayed', and 'raid' are in imitation of the original, and are brought
together merely for the sake of the tejnis or paronomasia.

0  'Jemshid's translucent bowl' is simply the wine-filled bowl.-For the allusion
see p. 71, n. i.

1  i. e. would carry myriads of souls to exaltation.
8 i. e. the slender, elegant girl.

tt The girl is the sun; the wine-filled goblet, the bright moon. Generally
when the moon is seen near the sun, the former appears faint; but in this
case, strange to say, it preserves its radiance.

w The Peacock is the girl; the Humd, the youth.

11 The humd is always associated with air, in which it lives, never alighting